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Become an “Over The Top Rail”  
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Understanding the Social Lives of Children by Michael Thompson, PhD, Random House, Inc., 2001 
 
Research shows us that children in today’s world are lacking in the social skills necessary for the devel-
opment of character and competency to become well adjusted, contributing adults.  Today children be-
come spectators instead of participants, and  have fewer opportunities to interact with peers in a  non-
structured  way to naturally develop those social competencies. 
   
Michael Thompson’s book, ���������������������������  brings to life the drama of childhood relation-
ships, giving us a deeper look at the motives and meanings of social behavior- what we think kids ought 
to innately know, but don’t.  Dr. Thompson very sensitively provides us with research and through case 
studies an understanding of the process that is necessary for the development of the social relationships 
of children.  Those of us who are concerned about the healthy social development of children should read 
this book. 
 
Michael Thompson is the keynote speaker at the Mid States Camping Conference, April 10-12, 2008.  
His talk will address the social lives of children and what role camps play in that development.  The books 
will be autographed by the author and sold at the ACA Mid States Bookstore, including �����	�����	�
and �
����������������	������� His newest book  will be available for the first time at Mid States. 
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Camp Dean 
Girl Scouts - Fox Valley Council  
200 New Bond Street  
Sugar Grove IL, 60554  
 
 
This position works to develop and implement programs that meet the diverse needs and interests of the girls within the 
council’s jurisdiction, as well as recruit, hire, train and supervise the summer resident camp staff.  This position works 
with the Program Coordinator to develop a comprehensive resident camp program and prepare information for the sum-
mer camp brochure.  Additional responsibilities include:  ensure GSUSA and government standards, ACA accreditation 
and council policies and standards are maintained with particular emphasis on risk management 
 
Bachelor’s degree or equivalent experience 
Minimum of two years experience in camp programming, outdoor education experience a plus 
Experience supervising staff preferably in a residential setting 
Willingness to work flexible hours including some evenings and weekends and summer residence at camp 
   
For more information, Contact Christie Paxton at christie@fvgsc.org or (630)897-1565 ex. 107. 
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What’s New on the WebsiteWhat’s New on the WebsiteWhat’s New on the WebsiteWhat’s New on the Website    
www.acail.orgwww.acail.orgwww.acail.orgwww.acail.org    

Two new links have been added to the website to benefit camps and parents.  A great resource for ideas to 
connect kids to nature can be found at the link, “green is spoken here.”  Also, a good web resource for 
Spanish speaking families is www.campparents.org in Spanish.  At the moment, all of the links to that are in 
English.  To access campparents.org in Spanish, click on “parents” in the box on the left of the home page 
and then “campparents.org-Spanish” in the box on the right.�
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