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A Message from the President
Friends:

July is such an exciting time. All of our dreaming and planning have come together in
camper and staff recruitment. All of our skills have been shared in staff training
experiences. Now we daily watch human development happen in our camp programs. In a
few weeks, special events will begin to appear to break up what could become routine
(and what originality you demonstrate in these programs!). This is the month when summer and camp come
together with great energy and creativity. Enjoy the challenge — know that you are contributing to strong
participants in our communities and our world.

As we embrace our 20/20 Vision we realize that only 20 percent of children in the U.S. benefit from a camp
experience. So we have a task before us to share the message, recruit more campers, and strengthen other
camps providing this key experience to children, youth, and adults.

I have some exciting news to share with you. As you remember the American Camp Association (ACA)
National Board of Directors postponed the election of new Board members last fall and the Council of
Delegates agreed to a change in the Bylaws switching election by the Board. The Board appointed an
Interim Board Development Committee that enthusiastically began a process of candidate identification,
cultivation, and now election. In June, we elected three new Board members who will help us move into the
20/20 Vision. Ed Greene most recently has been director of global outreach at Sesame Workshop and has
been involved in a broad range of youth development activities for over thirty-five years. Glynn and JoAn
Turman have been elected to one Board position. Glynn is an actor with broad experience on the stage and
in TV productions. He and his wife JoAn had key camp experiences as youth and now run a camp for under
privileged children. Alan Yuspeh is a senior vice president and chief ethics compliance officer for the
Hospital Corporation of America. He has experience with both private and nonprofit camps. This group of
professionals is excited about partnering with ACA to transform the Board to achieve our 20/20 Vision.

Thanks to the Interim Board Development Committee (Scott Brody, Rodger Popkin, Ann Sheets, Art
Wannlund, Kevin Gordon, and Charles Butler) for their energy and resourcefulness in this project. This
same group will bring another class of candidates to the Board in October for election to begin service in
February 2009. We are continuing to search for new committee members outside the ACA community who
would be willing to join this team to continue the process of candidate identification, cultivation, recruitment,
and invitation to Board participation. We are looking for potential members who:

¢ Have 501 (c)3 Board Development experience

e Are people with personal connections for this process

e Are non-ACA Board members and non-camp folks

e Can set their sights appropriately as we move through this process

e Can offer diversity (i.e., experience, profession, ethnicity, geography)
e Have skills in board training



e Are skeptics — who know how to ask hard, probing, challenging questions in the recruitment process
e Can join the Interim Board Development Committee with grace
¢ Are willing to jump into the process with energy and imagination

If you know any persons who would make great contributions to this process, please send information to
Peter Surgenor and Peg Smith.

If you have a few spare moments, check out Peg Smith's blog (which is much more challenging and inspiring
than a stream of consciousness). Don't be shy about posting a response — we all need feedback, and your
thoughts will add energy and depth to our progress toward 20 million campers and 20,000 ACA participants
by the year 2020.

Safe camping to you this summer. May all the human development you plan for be realized.

Learning Resources

The ACA Bookstore Has the Tools You Need

S'mores: A Game for Training Camp Staff
$79.95

Twenty Fun Energizer Games for Ki ds, DVD
Steve Peck
$49.95

\
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Each Camper is Special, DVD
Connie Coutellier
$49.95
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101 Age Appropriate Camp Activities
Jared Knight
$19.95

Starting Strong: Meeting with Cam pers, DVD
Bob Ditter
$49.95

To order these great resources and view hundreds of other resources especially designed to support you at
camp, visit www.ACAcamps.org/bookstore or call 888-229-5745. A member discount is available at check
out.

Call for Presenters for the 2009 ACA National Conference!

The American Camp Association is accepting proposals from high-quality /\\
. . . . . . AV EENN
presenters for innovative, timely, and dynamic educational sessions to be NSNS

presented at the ACA National Conference, February 17-20, 2009, in Orlando, l\'f\l
Florida. All sessions will take place in Disney's Coronado Springs Resort

Analysis of previous conference evaluations, informal feedback gathered from attendees, and the most
recent Educational Needs Assessment indicate that camp and youth professionals seek high-level knowledge
in these areas:

e Youth Development and Behavior

e Staff Training and Leadership

e Business and Operations

¢ Emerging Issues, Tools, and Strategies

e Innovative Programs and Activities

o Commerce Sessions

¢ The Strength of the Experience (2009 Conference Theme)

Target Audience

The national conference draws camp and youth professionals from across the country and around the world.
Presentations should apply to directors, owners, executives, administrative staff, and other youth
development professionals and educators. Although we draw some professionals relatively new to camp,
keep in mind that the balance of the National Conference audience is comprised of experienced professionals
committed to life-long learning. They seek high-level educational opportunities, and we are committed to
providing them.

Submitting Session Proposals
Proposals will be accepted September 15, 2008. Submitters will receive notification no later than September
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30, 2008. If you have a late-breaking session idea, you may submit, with the understanding that your
session may in fact be considered for presentation at the 2010 National Conference, rather than the 2009
National Conference. Please e-mail akatzenberger@ACAcamps.org if you plan to submit post-deadline.
Responses to late submissions are made on a time-available basis. You are strongly encouraged to submit
by September 30, 2008.

Selection Process

Sessions are reviewed and ultimately selected by the volunteer Program Review Team, which is chaired by
Dayna Hardin. On occasion, submitters will be asked for further clarification. All submitters will receive
notification by early October 2008.

The Student Camp Leadership Academy: Developing the Next Generation of Camp Professionals

"The Student Camp Leadership Academy (SCLA) is a weekend retreat that brings together students, camp
professionals, national ACA staff and leadership to explore, learn, and understand what the camp
professional of the future must be and the leadership opportunities within the ACA structure at the local and
National levels to impact the development of youth and others" (ACA, 2008, p. 1). Logistically, the SCLA is a
three-day weekend retreat that takes place in the fall of each year. SCLA is specifically designed for
undergraduate and graduate student members of ACA who have spent at least one summer working at a
camp and who plan to make camp a career.

The next SCLA will take place November 7-9, 2008, at Camp White Eagle in Leaf River, Illinois (thirty miles
from Rockford, Illinois). College students wanting to attend SCLA must apply and be approved to participate
through their ACA local offices regardless of where the funding for the students' SCLA fee is coming from
(even if the student is paying for himself or herself). The ACA local offices and education/scholarship
committees serve as a critical screening tool for ensuring that students attending SCLA have demonstrated a
keen interest in the camp profession, as well as the maturity to attend an advanced collegiate training
event. For further information, application deadlines, or application packets for the 2008 SCLA, please visit
the SCLA Web site: www.ACAcamps.org/scla. Please, note that all application packets should be submitted
to the executive director of the college students' ACA section office. All attendees must be a member of ACA.

For more details about SCLA, including curriculum, history, and alumni testimonials, see the article, The
Student Camp Leadership Academy: Developing the Next Generation of Camp Professionals.

ACA Regional Conferences Listed Online
Check out ACA's Web site for a complete listing of ACA regional conferences with live links to ACA local office
Web sites for more information.

8th International Camping Congress i October4 -7
www.iccquebec2008.com

The Association des camps du Québec with the support of the Ministre de

I'Education du loisir et du sport and its partners, including the Canadian 6 z O{
. e _ - . = Juebec

Camping Association, the American Camp Association, the International S -

Camping Fellowship and Quebec City, will host the 8th International ;

Camping Congress, October 4-7, 2008, at the Quebec City Convention

Centre.

Congrés international des camps

inteenational Camping Congress

Registration for the Congress is available online or by mail. Seventeen Congress packages are offered with
special rates at four hotels near the Convention Center. Additional hotels, bed and breakfasts, and hostels
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are also conveniently located. Quebec City will be celebrating its 400th anniversary in 2008 and will be
welcoming thousands of visitors for the occasion, so early lodging reservations are necessary.

The theme, "In Living Colors," represents the diversity of participating camps and their missions. ICC
Quebec 2008 is a unique international event with the goal of creating opportunities for the exchange of
ideas and alliances between camp representatives from various cultures and various countries. Some
highlights of the Congress include:

Keynoters:
0 Steven Lewis , former UN Special Envoy for HIV/AIDS Africa; former Canadian Ambassador
to the UN

0 Georges Broussard , famed entomologist and founder of Montreal's Insectarium

0 PegSmith , CEO, American Camp Association

0 Mark Lalonde , Executive Director, National Circus School
Celebration of Quebec City's 400th anniversary, at the Musée de la Civilisation with special guest
Jean Charest, Premier of Québec
Educational session presenters from Ireland, Turkey, Colombia, Australia, Russian, Venezuela,
Ukraine, Brazil, Germany, Japan, Mongolia, the UK, Canada and the US
Opening afternoon "In Living Colours" — interactive teamwork and cooperation event
International Research Forum
Monday shared sessions with World Leisure Congress
International Exhibit Hall
International Room - showcase of camps around the world
Participative crafts area with Mary McCutcheon and Sako Tanaka
International "Campfire" with an opportunity for cultural presentations from participating countries
Pre-Congress events:

0 5-day International Camp Directors Course and Trainers Course with Armand Ball, Connie

Coutellier, Jack Murdock, and Dick Chamberlain
0 Teambuilding and Leadership Course with Dr. Jim Cain
0 Tours of Canadian Camps in four provinces

Don't miss this memorable event! Expected attendance is 700 participants from twenty countries. Updated
information about the Congress and online registration is found at www.iccquebec2008.com. For further
information, contact Linda Pulliam.

Association News

Share the Value of ACA Membership With Students and Key Staff

Fly Your Camp's Flag Over Antarctica!

Tell It Through the Tube!

July/August Camping Magazine Available Online

Share the Value of ACA Membership With Students and Key Staff
Is your camp looking for a way to increase professionalism and retention among your staff? ACA is offering
an incredibly affordable way to do just that.
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Your camp can purchase multiple memberships for staff now at a price that is so reasonable, you can't
afford not to participate. When your camp gives an ACA membership, your camp is offering a bonus to
worthy staff, your camp is supporting staff professional development, your camp is increasing the possibility
staff will return to its program, and your camp is supporting ACA's commitment to increase the number of
members, donors, and customers to 20,000 by 2020.

All memberships include subscriptions to Camping Magazine and The CampLine , discounts on books and
educational events, and access to current research. Students also receive FREE registration to the ACA
National Conference in Florida (February 2009).

Purchase by September 15, 2008, to receive the following discounts. All memberships are effective for a
year after date of purchase.

Share the value of ACA membership with your camp's student staff
Purchase multiple memberships for your camp's student staff at the following rates: (Student membership is
regularly $35.)

e Give 10 new student memberships at $30 each!
e Give 20 new student memberships at $25 each!
e Give 50 new student memberships at $10 each!

Share the value of ACA membership with all your camp's key staff
Purchase multiple individual memberships for your camp's staff at the following rate: (Individual
membership is regularly $200.)

e Give 10+ new individual memberships at $50 each!

Here's how it works:

e Decide how many memberships your camp wants to purchase.

e Provide the ACA national office with personal contact information, including a personal e-mail
address, for each new student member by whatever means is easiest for you and your camp: in an
Excel file or simply by sending ACA an e-mail.

e New individual members may opt to receive print or electronic versions of ACA publications
(Camping Magazine and The CampLine ). Please indicate "print" or "electronic" for each person on
your list. Student members will receive electronic versions only of ACA publications.

e Individual members receive discounts on books and educational events and access to current
research. Students receive FREE registration to the ACA National Conference in Florida (February
2009)!

e Send a check or credit card info to the ACA national office.

Show your staff that you believe in their future, and give them the opportunity to grow in our professional
community.

If you have questions about this program, please call the membership department at 800-428-2267.

ACA Camps Go to Antarctica!

Send your camp to the ends of the earth this summer and join PolarTREC teachers as they explore science
and adventure in the Arctic and Antarctic.
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Jeff Peneston has been the program director of Camp Fire USA, Camp Talooli, for over twenty years as well
as an ACA, Upstate New York Board member and visitor instructor. He is also a ninth grade Earth Science
teacher at Liverpool High School (just North of Syracuse). He is inviting camps across the country to
decorate their own unique flag that he will take with him on an international scientific expedition to
Antarctica this year!

Jeff is one of twelve teachers (PDF) from across the country (and the only "camp person") to be selected as a
PolarTREC teacher for 2008. Each teacher will travel and work with scientists conducting polar science field
research. Some of the science teams even camp out for a month in tents on the top of mile thick glaciers!
Each teacher will post daily web journals and invite kids to ask online questions of the research team.

Send Your Camp Flag To Antarctica (PDF)

ACA camps can request blank flags that they can decorate. The camps must return the decorated flags to
Jeff by September 1, 2008 ; he will then send you one of his official expedition flags and take your flag to

Mc Mur do Base in Antarctica. Along the way you caudalyenne for a pho
journal. Once he returns, he will mail your camp's expedition flag back to you! Jeff can only take two

hundred flags . Flags will be available on a first-come, first-served basis. This fun outreach project is free to

camps.

For more information, visit the PolarTREC.com Web page or contact Jeff at jpeneston@polartrec.com.

Tell It Through the Tube!
Enter ACA's YouTube Contest Today!

Your Creative Assignment: Put your videography skills to work! Choose one or more e
of the following topics for your YouTube video and in a three-minute or less video, You Tuhe

tell us the story of how your camp community . . . .
Video Contest

e Links kids to nature, providing kids with real, authentic experiences with
nature;

e Connects kids to authentic relationships that afford friendships, understanding, and appreciation for
one another and the global community; and/or

e Gets kids up and moving and learning about their strengths and lifestyles that advance well-being.

For contest rules and regulations and to submit your video to Peg Smith, CEO of the American Camp
Association, visit www.ACAcamps.org/youtube.

July/August Camping Magazine Available Online

The July/August 2008 issue features heart-warming stories with poignant examples of ways camp is
Enriching Lives and Building Tomorrows . . . Plus, articles covering marketing strategies for camps that
serve special populations and research regarding nature-deficit disorder and camp.

Relevant Issues

Severe Weather Is Here i Be Prepared. ...
ACA provides a humber of online resources to help camp prepare for severe weather including links to wild
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fire evacuation plans, tips for talking with children about natural disasters, and information about questions
camps should consider if they are asked to be an evacuation site for others in crisis.

Standards News

Annual Statement of Compliance

While we have received many signed Annual Statements of Compliance on file, there are still camps that

have not summated this required annual document for 2008. As a reminder, this is a requirement of

accreditation. The form can be accessed online at: www.ACAcamps.org/soc. Once you have the form

completed, select the —printl option so you may have a copy for

Please remember that accreditation applies to all camp programs and services offered under the same camp
name throughout the year, except for single-day events.

2008 Camp Accreditation Visits
Camp accreditation visits are underway and, to date, they seem to be going well. A few quick reminders to
help make your visit go more smoothly:

e Make sure you have verified the day, date, and time the visitors will arrive!

e  Confirm with the visitor how to get to your camp location, where they should park, and where to
meet you.

e If campers and staff bring their lunch, please remind the visitors of this (as well as other potentially
unique items regarding your camp) so they can be appropriately prepared.

e Please have all of the written documentation easily accessible and preferably in one location. Many
camps will use notebooks, file folders, etc.

e Please share the news of the accreditation visit with your staff and campers. It is very possible the
visitors will talk with some individuals from each of those groups.

If you have any questions regarding your visit, contact your local ACA office. And, most importantly have a
wonderful summer!

Grant Resources

Connect Grants for Culturally Diverse Communities

The Leave No Trace Center for Outdoor Ethics is currently accepting applications for its Connect Grants
program for Culturally Diverse Communities. Connect Grants provide direct support and training grants for
organizations and people that serve culturally diverse communities. The next 2008 Connect Grant deadline
is August 15. The Center will respond to all grant requests after their respective deadlines.

Grant applications can be submitted online via the "Grants and Scholarships" page of the Center's Web site.
If you have any questions, please e-mail grants@Int.org or call the Center at 800.332.4100.

Responsible SportsE Commukiity Grant Tool
Twenty youth sport organizations will be awarded $2500 grants by Liberty Mutual for being responsible.
Help your camp win one of these grants with easy-to-use "spread-the-word" tools in this online toolkit.

Find web banners for your camp Web site, a get-the-word-out story for your upcoming newsletter, and a
press release to edit and use with your local newspaper.
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Nonprofits Can Receive a FREE Flickr Pro Account!

Flickr ®, one of the Internet's leading online Web sites for storing and sharing photos is now offering
nonprofits the opportunity to obtain their own Pro account, which allows for unlimited storage, upload of
pictures as large as 10 MB, upload of videos up to 90 seconds long and many other benefits not offered to
the standard free account. Administration fee is only $6, while the value of the pro accounts is $24.95.

Only a limited number are available, so act today! Further information can be found at Tech Soup or
through the Flickr site (www.flickr.com).

Donors Make a Difference

ACA Wants to Know . . . .

ACA wants to know . . . when attending camp as a child, what skills did you learn that you still use as an
adult today? ACA research has found that 63 percent of children who learn new activities at camp tend to
continue engaging in these activities after they return home!

Join our conversation about this on ACA's Facebook page! Our group is 127 strong and more are joining
every day. In addition to being a great online way to network with others interested in camp, it's the
perfect way to tell all your Facebook friends that you believe in the camp cause—and they should too!

ACA's Campership Program o the Perfec t Way to Give Others the Gift of Camp!

Perhaps one of the best kept secrets of ACA! Through the campership program, individuals make a
designated donation to your ACA campership fund. All donations, minus a small administration fee, are
deposited in your account. ACA staff complete acknowledgement letters and return them to you for
personalization and mail out. When your camp has selected recipients based on pre-set benchmarks, ACA
will release the funds for the campership. Several camps are already participating in this fantastic member
benefit. Since the program's creation, over 750 individuals have been given the gift of camp! Contact Gillian
Frazier (gfrazier@ACAcamps.org, 800-428-2267, ext. 508) for further information. This program is only
available for camps with current accreditation status.

Green Resources

Summer Fun at a National Wildlife Refuge Near You

Emerging research shows that children who feel connected to nature have better physical, mental and
emotional health. And sharing the outdoors together with your campers can build strong bonds and create
lifelong memories.

National wildlife refuges are great places to have an active summer. Every state has at least one national
wildlife refuge, and there is a refuge within an hour’'s

e To find a refuge in your area, visit www.fws.gov/refuges/refugelLocatorMaps/index.html
e To find a long list of events at national wildlife refuges, go to
www.fws.gov/refuges/SpecialEvents/FWS_SpecialEvents_Search.cfm
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Green Facts . . ..

e  Children with symptoms of Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) are better able to
concentrate after contact with nature (Taylor, A.F., Kuo, F.E. & Sullivan, W.C. [2001]. Coping with
ADD: The surprising connection to green play settings. Environment & Behavior , 33[1], 54-77.)

e Exposure to natural environments improves children's cognitive development by improving their
awareness, reasoning and observational skills (Pyle, Robert [2002]. Eden in a Vacant Lot: Special
Places, Species and Kids in Community of Life. In: Children and Nature: Psychological, Sociocultural
and Evolutionary Investigations . Kahn, P.H. and Kellert, S.R. [eds] Cambridge: MIT Press.)

e Nature buffers the impact of life stress on children and helps them deal with adversity. The greater
the amount of nature exposure, the greater the benefits (Wells, Nancy M. & Evans, Gary W. [2003].
Nearby Nature: A Buffer of Life Stress Among Rural Children. Environment and Behavior , 35[3],
311-330.)



