
 

 

Requirements American 
Airlines 

Continental 
Airlines 

United 
Airlines 

Southwest 
Airlines AirTran 

Virgin 
Atlantic 
Airlines 

Midwest 
Express 
Airlines 

Northwest 
Airlines 

Alaska 
Airlines 

Delta 
Airlines 

Unaccompanied 
children under 

the age of 5 

May not travel 
alone 

May not travel 
alone 

May not travel 
alone 

May not travel 
alone  

May not travel 
alone 

May not travel 
alone 

May not travel 
alone 

May not travel 
alone 

May not travel 
alone 

May not travel 
alone 

Unaccompanied 
children 5- 
17 yrs./old 

Ages 5-12: 
May only travel 
alone on 
nonstop flights 

Ages 5-7: 
Accepted for 
non-stop only 
Ages 8-14: 
Accepted for 
non-stop and 
connecting 
flights 

Ages 5-7: 
Accepted for 
non-stop only 
Ages 8-11: 
Accepted for 
non-stop and 
connecting 
flights 

Ages 12 & up: 
Travel under the 
same policies 
and terms as 
adults 

Ages 5-11: 
May only travel 
alone on 
nonstop flights 
Ages 12 and 
up:  Accepted 
for non-stop and 
connecting 
flights 

Ages 5-12:  
May fly 
unaccompanied 
and will be 
looked after 
onboard by a 
flight attendant 

Ages 5-11: 
Accepted on 
most flights, but 
not all. 

Ages 5-17: 
Welcome on 
nonstop, direct 
or connecting 
flights.  
Ages 5-14: Will 
not be accepted 
certain flights 

Ages 5-7: 
Accepted for 
non-stop only 
Ages 8-17: 
Accepted for 
non-stop and 
connecting 
flights 

Ages 5-17: 
May fly 
unaccompanied 
on nonstop, 
direct or 
connecting 
flights.  
 

Check-In 
Procedures 

Must be 
accompanied by 
an adult until 
boarding the 
flight 

Must be 
accompanied by 
an adult until 
boarding the 
flight 

Airlines requires 
the name, 
address, and 
telephone number 
of the responsible 
adult bringing 
them to the 
departure airport.  

Parent required 
to stay with the 
boarded and is 
to remain in the 
departure gate 
area until the 
flight has 
departed 

The child will 
be courtesy 
boarded and 
identified to the 
flight attendant 
as an 
unaccompanied 
child 

N/A Guardian will 
be allowing 
them to pass 
through the 
security 
checkpoint to 
accompany the 
child to the gate 
area 

Northwest will 
provide 
supervision for 
children from 
boarding until 
child is met at 
the final 
destination 

Guardians must 
obtain a Special 
Service Pass from 
the ticket counter 
in order to be 
allowed access 
through the 
security check 
point 

Guardian must 
accompany 
children ages 5 
to 11 until plane 
departs. 

Pick-Up 
Procedures 

Must be met at 
the destination 
by another 
parent or 
responsible 
adult 

Guardian must 
provide matching 
& positive ID for 
retrieval 

Refer to above 
for retrieval 

Guardian must 
be named on 
"SWA Club" for 
approved 
retrieval 

Guardian must 
provide 
matching & 
positive ID for 
retrieval 

N/A Guardian must 
provide 
matching & 
positive ID for 
retrieval 

Refer to above When meeting 
your child you 
should allow up 
to two hours to 
obtain the Special 
Service Pass 

Provide 
matching 
identification 
and sign an 
acceptance of 
responsibility 
for the child 

Fees 
(Domestic) 

N/A Non-stop flight: 
$30 one-way; 
Connecting 
flight:  $60 one-
way 

$60/child N/A N/A N/A No Fee Non-stop flight: 
$40 one-way; 
Connecting 
flight:  $75 one-
way 

Non-stop flight: 
$30 one-way; 
Connecting 
flight:  $60 one-
way 

Non-stop flight: 
$40 one-way; 
Connecting 
flight:  $75 one-
way 

Special Services 
 Programs 

N/A Young Traveler 
Club  

N/A Southwest 
Airlines Club 

N/A Assigned travel 
guides  

N/A N/A N/A Recognizable 
buttons 

 


