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R. Dawn Comstock, Ph.D., Assistant Professor R. Dawn Comstock, Ph.D., Assistant Professor 
Christy Collins, Research Associate Christy Collins, Research Associate 

Ellen Yard, Research AssistantEllen Yard, Research Assistant

The Ohio State University, College of MedicineThe Ohio State University, College of Medicine
Columbus ChildrenColumbus Children’’s Center for Injury Research and Policys Center for Injury Research and Policy



Additional Study Additional Study 
PartnersPartners



Healthy CampHealthy Camp
Study PurposeStudy Purpose

Monitor illness and injury among campers Monitor illness and injury among campers 
and staff at U.S. summer camps and identify and staff at U.S. summer camps and identify 
risk and protective factors associated with risk and protective factors associated with 
such adverse eventssuch adverse events
–– Collect accurate incidence andCollect accurate incidence and

exposure dataexposure data
–– Collect detailed information aboutCollect detailed information about

each adverse eventeach adverse event
–– Calculate illness and injury ratesCalculate illness and injury rates

for campers and stafffor campers and staff
–– Identify risk and protective factorsIdentify risk and protective factors



FAQFAQ Getting InvolvedGetting Involved
in the Healthy Camp Studyin the Healthy Camp Study

1.1. What type of camp can join?What type of camp can join?
–– ANY day or resident camp program ANY day or resident camp program 

may participate in the healthy camp may participate in the healthy camp 
study regardless of affiliation.study regardless of affiliation.

2.2. Do I have to be an ACA member camp?Do I have to be an ACA member camp?
–– NO.  It is not necessary to belong to NO.  It is not necessary to belong to 

any particular organization to any particular organization to 
participate. Participation is participate. Participation is FREEFREE!!



FAQFAQ Getting InvolvedGetting Involved
in the Healthy Camp Studyin the Healthy Camp Study

3.3. WhatWhat’’s the benefit?s the benefit?
–– YouYou’’ll learn more about illnesses and ll learn more about illnesses and 

injuries specific to injuries specific to your campyour camp. You. You’’ll ll 
receive an individual summary report for receive an individual summary report for 
your camp AND a national data report for your camp AND a national data report for 
your type of camp (day or resident). your type of camp (day or resident). 

4.4. Who will see my report?Who will see my report?
–– ALL information provided to the Columbus ALL information provided to the Columbus 

ChildrenChildren’’s Research Institute is s Research Institute is 
CONFIDENTIAL and is aggregated with CONFIDENTIAL and is aggregated with 
data from other camps for summary report data from other camps for summary report 
purposes. No sponsoring organization purposes. No sponsoring organization 
ever sees data from individual programs.ever sees data from individual programs.



FAQFAQ Getting InvolvedGetting Involved
in the Healthy Camp Studyin the Healthy Camp Study

5.5. Do I need special equipment to participate?Do I need special equipment to participate?
–– An Internet connection during the An Internet connection during the 

summer is summer is preferredpreferred for reporting for reporting 
purposes, BUT a limited number of purposes, BUT a limited number of 
camps who must phone in their data on a camps who must phone in their data on a 
weekly basis will be accepted weekly basis will be accepted 



FAQFAQ Getting InvolvedGetting Involved
in the Healthy Camp Studyin the Healthy Camp Study

6.6. What will be expected of my camp?What will be expected of my camp?
–– Identify a contact (medical staff person)Identify a contact (medical staff person)
–– Agree to review your health log weekly and Agree to review your health log weekly and 

provide data on all events that meet study provide data on all events that meet study 
criteria (only those that keep campers/criteria (only those that keep campers/
staff out of program for 4 or more hours staff out of program for 4 or more hours 
for resident camps; 1 or more hours forfor resident camps; 1 or more hours for
day camps)day camps)

–– Provide weekly report via Internet (or phone Provide weekly report via Internet (or phone 
in some instances)in some instances)

–– Camps must commit for the four remaining Camps must commit for the four remaining 
years in the study: 2007 through the end of years in the study: 2007 through the end of 
the summer of 2010. the summer of 2010. 



ENROLL YOUR CAMP TODAY!ENROLL YOUR CAMP TODAY!

Go to:Go to:
www.acacamps.org/research/healthycawww.acacamps.org/research/healthyca

mp.phpmp.php

For more information about the Healthy Camp Study, For more information about the Healthy Camp Study, 
contact:contact:

Barry Garst, Ph.D.Barry Garst, Ph.D.
Director of Research Application, ACADirector of Research Application, ACA

bgarst@acacamps.orgbgarst@acacamps.org

Sheila DannemillerSheila Dannemiller
Research Coordinator, ACAResearch Coordinator, ACA

sdannemiller@acacamps.orgsdannemiller@acacamps.org

http://www.acacamps.org/research/healthycamp.php
http://www.acacamps.org/research/healthycamp.php
mailto:bgarst@acacamps.org
mailto:sdannemiller@acacamps.org


Advisory CommitteeAdvisory Committee

Susan Baird, RN, MPH, Sargent Center
for Outdoor Education, Hancock, NH 

Dawn Comstock, Ph.D. Assistant Professor
Christy Collins, MA, Research Assistant
Ellen Yard, MPH, Research Assistant
Center for Injury Research and Policy, 
Children's Research Institute, Columbus 
Children's Hospital, The Ohio State
University, Columbus, OH  

Linda Erceg, RN, PHN, Concordia
Language Villages, Association of Camp
Nurses; Bemidji, MN

Ian Garner, National Director of Camp 
& Youth Organization Relations, Markel 
Insurance Company; Glen Allen, VA 

DD Gass, Camp Hantesa, Des Moines, IA   

Barry Garst, Ph.D., Director of Research 
Application, American Camp Association, 
Salem, Virginia

Mary Marugg, RN, Sonlight Christian 
Camp, Pagosa Springs, CO   

Tom Riddleberger, BA, Campus 
Kids Summer Camps, Chatham, NJ    

Edward (Skip) Walton, MD, FACEP, FAAP, 
Depts. of Emergency Medicine & Pediatrics 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI   

Assistants to Committee:
Sheila Dannemiller, BS, Research 
Coordinator, American Camp Association, 
Martinsville, IN

Tim Millbern, Director of Advancement, 
American Camp Association, Boston, MA
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