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CAMPERS and the PUBLIC
The following guidelines apply when campers go to “public” sites like parks, or participate in events where other noncampers are present. 

1.  General
· Wear something to identify group members which will make supervision and counting easier (e.g., yellow shirts, similar bandanas, baseball caps). 

· Maintain the regular ratio (1:8 for this age group) with a minimum of two adults. 

· Make sure that a first-aid certified staff member is easily accessible – within voice distance.

· Use the buddy system and teach campers “why” it is used. (To watch out for each other.)

· Take a head count every 15-30 minutes, before and after moving from one area to another, or more often if the activity or situation involves crowds, “attractive nuisances,” or other distractions.

· Make sure campers know what to expect and what the rules are in general, include expectations for unusual circumstances, such as using playground equipment or spending money.  

· Make sure that everyone is aware that camp policies on behavior (polite and appropriate) carry over in to out of camp trips.

· Explain the plan to all (campers and staff) to address potential emergencies or situations, such as illness, extra bathroom trips, being approached by strangers, or meeting someone the camper knows. Campers should tell a staff member right away. 

· If a camper gets lost or separated from the group they should go immediately to one of the site’s information areas (show the campers how these areas are designated). 

· Instruct campers to tell staff before going to the bathroom and to check back in when they return.

· Keep belongings with the group OR have someone stay with them. 

· Do not invite others to join the group without the knowledge and consent of a staff member. Report uninvited guests or suspicious circumstances to staff immediately.

· Define the area in which campers are to stay unless specific permission is obtained from their assigned staff member.  

· If leaving the boundary area, require all campers to go with a buddy.

· When in a stationary area, like at the park, staff should spread the staff out within the group, remaining visible, accessible, and attentive to the needs of the campers.

2.  When Walking
· Walk in pairs, on the right, to allow others to pass comfortably.

· Have a staff member lead and another follow, in most instances.

· Suit the pace to the slowest person.  

· Keep the group together.

· Cross streets as a total group at designated crossings only.  

· Obey traffic signals. 

· Count heads before crossing and at regular intervals.
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