American Camp Association®
Professional Development Plan and Courses

The ACA National Education Council has developed an overall plan to address the body of knowledge and accepted management practices for camp professionals.  These are divided into four management tracks and 14 core areas.
In addition to the standards courses, ACA national courses and conference workshops are coordinated with Standards in each of the core areas. These and section educational events are excellent resources to help prepare for a visit.

For a comprehensive listing of the resources available in the 14 core areas of camp management follow this link: http://www.acacamps.org/knowledge/ 

For even more details, this link will take you to the Staff Training Page of the ACA website: 

http://www.acacamps.org/education/calendar.php 

Personal Professional Development Portfolio:  The Professional Development Portfolio is a career-planning tool to help you analyze your competencies and document your professional developmental experiences. Log onto: http://www.acacamps.org/member and access the following document: assess.pdf
ACA Professional Development Courses

Basic Camp Director Course (BCDC)

A 4½-day course for camp directors with less than five years experience. The course is designed to present specific content in 13 management areas. The expertise, knowledge, and diversity of the participants are integrated into highly interactive learning sessions that focus on real situations, problems, and solutions.

New Directors Orientation  

NDO is a special one-day course designed for new directors, late hires or seasonal directors, assistant directors, or staff that will be in administrative positions in the coming summer. The course is an overview of all the aspects of the director’s job and helps the new person identify the human and material resources needed to direct a camp.
Standards Course

This course serves as an introduction to the ACA's Standards Program and helps participants prepare for accreditation visits. There will be discussion of the purpose and value of standards and accreditation, as well as a description of how the process works and what resources and materials are available. There will be specific discussion about the requirements of the standards including: application of the core and specialized activity standards, mandatory standards and written documentation.

Associate Visitor Course
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This course helps participants to identify the purpose and structure of ACA's accreditation programs and to understand the steps in the process at the camp, section, and national levels. Participants will become familiar with the legal implications of visitor actions, as well as develop skills in gathering information, making compliance decisions, and consistently applying the standards in a variety of situations. This course will stress the awareness and acceptance of the intent of the standards to represent accepted practices of organized camping. Prerequisites: Participants in the Associate Visitor Course must be at least 21 years of age, a current ACA or CCCA member, and have completed the Standards course. 
