SAMPLE SUPERVISION RATIO REQUIREMENTS

Staff/camper ratios that are based on the recommended ratios set by our organization and the American Camp Association are to be followed during all programs run by OUR CAMP.  Organizations who utilize our site and services for youth group activities are advised of the following ratios that we recommend for effective camper supervision. 

General:

4-to 5-year-old day campers
1:6
for overnight campers
1:5

6- to 8-year-old day campers
1:8
for overnight campers
1:6

9- to 14-year-old day campers
1:10
for overnight campers
1:8

15- to 17-year-old resident campers
1:12
for overnighters
1:10

There should always be two staff members with a group of campers unless they are in an area near the main lodge where other groups are around and have easy accessibility to get help in the event of an emergency.

Exceptions to the above ratios are noted in the procedures for waterfront, archery, ropes course, and horseback riding. Other exceptions are as follows:

· Evening program requires at least three staff members to be with a unit.

· During rest period, two staff members must be in a unit, while others are at staff meetings.

· When at all possible, groups should be supervised by a minimum of two staff members. 

At least 80% of the staff/camper ratios established need to be staffed by persons age 18 and older. CITs and apprentices cannot be included as adult supervision in your staff/camper ratios.

In the event of an emergency when the ratios may not be met, use your best judgement. Utilize older campers and the intercom/walkie talkie when necessary.

All staff are expected to supervise and instruct campers while on duty. This means that campers are number one and should be attended to during that time. It is not a time for reading, working on crafts, writing letters, or visiting with other staff. You received during pre-camp training a description of what to do while leading activities and being on duty. Refer to your job description and the specific program procedures for more information.
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