Camp Scholarship Fund
Letter writing tips for Camps

Tips for writing your letter

1. Intro

2. The ask – We are writing to ask you for your support … keep it simple.

3. What are you giving to

· The cause of sending kids to camp – best place to learn life skills, most fun, best friends, etc.

· The cause of sending kids to your camp – why your camp is wonderful – pull at heart strings of alum and families; you remember sitting around the fire by the lake; Camp XYZ is a special place for special kids, or other special, unique details… 

· A specific reason to give  – loss/death of the founder or important person in the camp’s history, naming a fund for a camper or previous long-time director, a bat or bar mitzvah (please don’t give me a gift; give a gift to my camp), alum supporting their favorite place growing up, raising money to get these kids out of the city or whatever would be most applicable for your camp.  

· Suggest they check out their company’s matching fund programs

4. How it works – the mechanics of giving

We work with the American Camp Association. A 501 c3 nonprofit organization… Make your contribution by sending a check to… or donate online at …. This information should be very specific so they can simply pick it up and drop it in.  

5. Thank you and close. Please consider a gift … before the end of the year.  (Most people will appreciate the tax considerations of such a deadline).

Sample Letter

Dear ____

While the promise of summer camp is still several months away, NAME OF CAMP works throughout the year to ensure a wonderful experience for all of our campers.  Each year we look to expand the number of campers who will benefit from wonderful programs we provide.  (Give some specific details about your camp in one or two sentences.  You could talk about being a private independent camp, long history or other special traditions for which you are recognized by your constituents.)

Camp instills children with self-reliance, confident, discipline, creativity, and collaboration. These skills are a necessary factor in our children becoming successful, well-adjusted adults.  Every year, we see children grow in ways both large and small as a result of their NAME OF CAMP experience.  Because we are firmly committed to the work we do and the children we serve, we believe that every child deserves a chance to experience camp. 

With this in mind, we are reaching out to encourage you to support camper scholarships at NAME OF CAMP.  Because we are an accredited camp of the American Camp Association (ACA), NAME OF CAMP is eligible to build our camper scholarship fund through the 501c(3) tax-exempt status of ACA.  You can show your direct support of NAME OF CAMP by sending your check to (NAME OF CAMP—OR ACA--- however your camp wants to handle this).  When writing your check, just be sure to indicate NAME OF CAMP in the memo line so our camp will receive credit for your donation.  You will receive acknowledgement of your donation from ACA for your tax records.  Please make your donation by 12/31/16.  

The enclosed flyer provides additional information on the program and details on how to participate.  However, if you have any questions, please feel free to contact us at (add email, phone, whatever is appropriate).

Your gift today in support of NAME OF CAMP through the ACA Camp Scholarship Fund will help bring more children to camp next summer—the best time of year!

 Sincerely,

