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Friends and Colleagues, 

The year 2020 has been filled with unique and sometimes devastating circumstances — for you, your camps, the campers and families you 
serve, your broader communities, and the greater world beyond. We recognize the magnitude of this adversity and the incredible importance 
of supporting and sustaining the connections we’ve all fought so hard to forge. The fact that camp didn’t happen in the traditional way this 
summer left many of us without the benefit of participating in the shared camp experiences that fortify us. Many of us missed the close proximity 
of campers experiencing joy and new challenges, learning critical 21st-century skills, and the time-honored traditions of dining hall singalongs, 
campfires, and so much more. And yet you exhibited great strength for your campers, staff, parents, and alumni. 

Some of us were luckier and were able to run our resident or day camp programs in a form adapted to the times. But for all of us, the summer 
of 2020 presented an unimagined challenge that we all rose to meet. Our communities needed our strength this summer, whether in person, 
virtually, or through brutally honest and heartfelt messages of hope and loss. We were honored to witness the courage you showed this year, and 
the hope and caring you gave to millions of children, youth, and adults for whom camp is critical.

As your partner on this challenging journey, our mindset over the past nine months has been to serve our members by giving you valuable survival 
tools and advocating for the support we all need to get through this hard time. This focus built the 2020 Field Guide for Camps, a manual for 
mitigating the spread of COVID-19 so we can do what we do best — provide campers with experiences that build skills, perspectives, resilience, and 
grit, resulting in the positive outcomes and opportunities to thrive that drive our dedication to the work of camp. This field guide continues to be 
the most important tool ACA can provide you with for the year ahead. Most states that allowed camps to operate in 2020 relied on its framework to 
inform their state and local guidance, and we anticipate this will be the case in 2021 as well. We will continue to update the Field Guide for Camps 
to reflect evolving best practices and new developments. Using it will give you the information you need to run a safe camp program during this 
pandemic with the critical focus on health, safety, and risk management that parents expect and campers deserve. 

Camp has been providing life-changing experiences for campers and counselors for over 150 years. We know that on the other side of this 
pandemic, the lessons we’ve learned and the hardships we’ve overcome will make us a stronger, even more resilient community with the tools to 
reach and positively impact even more children.

The American Camp Association exists because of thought leaders, entrepreneurs, child advocates, and creative professionals who innovate and 
adapt to improve camp experiences every season — because of people like you. Our field remains steadfast and strong despite the challenges we 
have faced. We speak on behalf of every individual who discovered themselves, their strengths, and capabilities at camp when we say, “Thank you.” 
We owe you and the camp community never-ending gratitude. Thank you for your unwavering focus, optimism, and ingenuity. Your dedication, 
innovation, and resilience will define the story of camp in 2020, 2021, and for generations to come.

A Message from the Board Chair and President/CEO

ACAcamps.org

https://www.acacamps.org/resource-library/coronavirus/camp-business/field-guide-camps
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26 MILLION
Campers and  

Their Families Impacted

$26 BILLION
Industry Impact

15,000+
Camps

1.1 MILLION
Seasonal Staff

https://www.acacamps.org/


Membership

Collectively, the American Camp Association 
(ACA) impacts 26 million campers and learners 
annually. ACA helps you make an impact in the 
lives of the children you encounter every day in 

your work.

ACA provides educational resources, research, 
advocacy, and outreach to parents, families, and 
other professionals to build safer, healthier, more 
fun environments where children and youth can 
become leaders, environmental stewards, and a 

socially, emotionally skilled population.

LEARN MORE

https://www.acacamps.org/membership
https://www.acacamps.org/


Accreditation

The American Camp Association (ACA) is the only 
national independent accrediting organization 

reviewing camp operations. In 2019, the accreditation 
program introduced new technology resources 

for camps to support their ongoing management 
and maintenance of their accreditation.

In the summer of 2019, ACA implemented revised 
Standards for Accreditation. ACA deployed 1,000+ 

trained volunteers and conducted approximately 700 
on-site accreditation visits throughout the country. 

Over 600 trained volunteers reviewed 1,900+ Annual 

Accreditation Reports of currently accredited camps.

LEARN MORE

https://www.acacamps.org/staff-professionals/accreditation-standards/accreditation-overview/introduction-aca-accreditation
https://www.acacamps.org/


Business
Development

The American Camp Association (ACA)’s sponsors, 
advertisers, exhibitors, and partners provided nearly  

$1 million of support to ACA. These funds are used to support 
great work throughout the association, such as research, 

education, and professional development.

The goal of sponsors and partners is to help save money 
for the association and grow professionally. This work could 

not have happened in 2019–2020 without the support of 
our partners, including Markel Insurance Company, Chaco, 

Trinity/HPSI, The Redwoods Group, CampDoc, and Poptivism, 
just to name a few. 

ACA collaborates with a broad range of organizations, 
including businesses, agencies, associations, foundations, 

and educational institutions to advance the lives of children, 
youth, and adults through the camp experience.

LEARN MORE

https://www.acacamps.org/get-involved/partner-aca
https://www.acacamps.org/about/partners/aca-business-partners
https://www.acacamps.org/about/partners/strategic-relationships
https://www.acacamps.org/marketplace/businesses
https://www.acacamps.org/


Research

In fiscal year 2020, the American Camp Association 
(ACA)’s Youth and Staff Impact Study, a multiyear 
research project funded by ACA with additional 

funding from the ACA, New York and New Jersey 
Affiliate, entered its fourth year under the direction 

of a university research team. In addition to exploring 
the lasting impacts of camp experiences from the 
perspectives of campers, staff, and families, we are 

identifying the barriers families face to camp enrollment 
and how camp providers can make camp accessible, 
relevant, and inclusive to all young people. The ACA 

research team also conducted three studies to capture 
the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on camps and 

the families they serve.

LEARN MORE

https://www.acacamps.org/research
https://www.acacamps.org/


COVID-19
• From March 20, 2020, through June 30, 2020, the American Camp Association (ACA) 

had 18,626 individuals attend 40+ COVID-19 virtual events offered by ACA, Inc. and our 
affiliates (New England, New York/New Jersey, and Illinois)

• ACA also offered (and is still offering) many Camp Community Connections for local 
camp professionals to network, share, and connect during the height of the pandemic 
this past summer. This included 24,000+ learner registrations for spring webinars and 
Camp Community Connections and 2,300+ learner registrations for fall webinars and 
Camp Community Connections. 

• ACA and the YMCA of the USA worked in tandem to produce the Field Guide for 
Camps on Implementation of CDC Guidance, developed by Environmental Health & 
Engineering, Inc., which provided camps with decision-making and implementation 
planning for summer 2020 and beyond.

Website
• Over 1.7 million unique page views

ACA Now 
Over 308,000 emails delivered

• 39% open rate
• 23% click rate

ACAcamps.org

https://www.acacamps.org/resource-library/coronavirus-information-camps?utm_source=homepage&utm_term=preheader&utm_content=may&utm_campaign=coronavirus
https://www.acacamps.org/resource-library/coronavirus/camp-business/field-guide-camps
https://www.acacamps.org/resource-library/coronavirus/camp-business/field-guide-camps
https://www.acacamps.org/
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A Message from the ACA, NY and NJ Board President

It’s fair to say that 2020 has been one of the most challenging years the summer camp industry has faced in its over 150-year history. 
Every camp was affected by the COVID-19 pandemic, and more than ever before, camps turned to our organization for information, 
guidance, professional development, public outreach, and government advocacy. 

As many of our camps had to pivot and reimagine their program this year, we at ACA, NY and NJ also had to shift our priorities to focus 
on the current member needs. When the severity of the pandemic became apparent in March, we created numerous virtual webinars 
and fireside chats with various experts to help our members navigate these unprecedented times. This spring, ACA, NY and NJ helped 
to fund the Field Guide for Camps. ACA Inc. and Y-USA engaged the environmental health firm Environmental Health & Engineering, 
Inc. (EH&E) to create this educational resource. The guide served as a resource for day and overnight camps on how they could safely 
operate during the COVID-19 pandemic. We know many of our member camps found this extremely helpful in guiding their decisions 
on whether to operate and how to operate this summer. 

Our lobbyists in New York and New Jersey worked hard for our industry, paving the way for day camps to open in NY and NJ. Sadly, 
government officials ultimately decided that overnight night camps in NY and NJ could not open in summer 2020. In the year ahead, 
it is imperative that you join your local and state advocacy group. We need every voice heard to ensure that camps can operate in 2021.

Since the pandemic began, ACA, NY and NJ worked to position the summer camp industry positively in the media. We altered our 
messaging as information changed and took every opportunity to share the work that camps were doing to open safely for 2020. ACA, 
NY and NJ proactively earned over 70 media placements this spring and summer, and we will continue to engage with the media to 
help shape the public opinion of camp. 

As an association, we are committed to creating an inclusive membership organization that reflects the diverse community we serve. 
I hope that we will take this moment in history to meaningfully advance our efforts in diversity, equity, and inclusion. To that end, 
we are excited to announce the creation of a new affinity group to cultivate Black and Brown leaders in the camping and outdoor 
education field. While this is a first step and we have more work to do, we are focused and dedicated to ensuring that all members are 
represented and heard. 

We couldn’t be more proud to work alongside the most dedicated youth development professionals. If anything, this year truly 
underscored the commitment our camps have to the youth they serve. With the difficult year we all have ahead of us, it’s important that 
we unite as an industry. This is the time for rebuilding, and only collectively will we as an industry come out of this pandemic stronger. 

Mark Benerofe
President — ACA, NY and NJ 

New York and New Jersey

https://www.acanynj.org/


A Message from the ACA, New England Board President

Few years have brought so much change, and, resiliency, community, and partnership are core skills camp teaches and the foundation 
of ACA, New England’s work.  In 2020, we welcomed a new executive director, finalized a strategic plan, went virtual with our 
conference, and built upon our work with each New England state. We are proud of the work done to support all camps, both now 
and into the future. 

In 1991, the World Wide Web was new, print resources drove recruitment, and “landlines” were the communication device of choice. 
For the 30 years since, Bette Bussel supported and guided New England camps and camp professionals, becoming a respected 
and trusted resource across New England and beyond. Throughout the transition, while leading through COVID-19, when camp 
professionals needed support, state associations needed a convener, and a new executive director needed three decades of 
institutional knowledge, Bette managed the community expertly and maintained the high level of service our members are used to.  
The camp community is grateful to Bette for her service and the community she has built. September welcomed Michele Rowcliffe as 
the new executive director, and we are excited to continue New England’s legacy as a leader in camping with her at the helm. 

In March, we went virtual with the 99th New England Camp Conference. The conference committee, staff, board, and volunteers (in 
three weeks) learned the technology and tips necessary to host a successful virtual conference. Six hundred attendees Zoomed in 
from all over the world. The team’s resilience laid a foundation for staff to build online learning and engagement capabilities as we 
experienced an unprecedented need for spring activity. In concert with our partners, we launched a series of free webinars and drop-
in sessions open to all in the camp community to understand COVID-19 and its impact on camps, connect with peers, and adjust for 
the summer ahead. Over 2,900 people attended 20+ offerings from April to August.  

In April, ACA, New England began hosting weekly conference calls for the leaders of each of the six New England associations. The 
calls provide opportunities to share common challenges and solutions and keep neighbors abreast of their local developments. Their 
benefit was clear and we continue to meet biweekly. 

Behind the crisis management, ACA, New England carried on with “routine” needs. We completed a new strategic plan and continued 
to support accreditation. We are happy to report that camps seeking accreditation for the first time in 2020 will continue that process 
in 2021, and there’s new interest. The strategic plan outlines goals and a clear mission to guide and enable us to continue high-level 
service to our members and lead the industry through and beyond the challenges ahead. 

Thanks to the strength and determination of the staff and members, ACA, New England has persevered through a unique year. 
Our organization will continue to provide quality education and resources for camp professionals, advocate for camp, and fulfill our 
mission: ACA, New England advances the camp community by providing and fostering partnerships, which support professionalism, 
safety, excellence, and increased access to camp experiences.

Betsy Kelder
President — ACA, New England

https://www.acanewengland.org/


A Message from the ACA, Illinois Board President

The heart of our work in ACA, Illinois has been closely tied to our foundation, which is an association committed to funding camp experiences for 
economically disadvantaged children and families. In 1971, former Chicago Camping Association President Eleanor Eells worked to secure public 
aid funds with the goal to help offer camp programs and essential services to young people and adults to provide life skills needed to break 
the cycle of poverty. The American Camp Association, Illinois maintains its own 501(c)3 status to partner with the Illinois Department of Human 
Services (IDHS) to purchase camping services on behalf of IDHS clients. The work has continued throughout our association’s history. In 2020, 
like thousands of camps around the country,  ACA, Illinois faced the reality that many of our programs would not be able to run due to COVID-19. 
Through the advocacy of Executive Director Colette Marquardt and our staff team, ACA, Illinois was able to adapt and adjust to not only continue 
much-needed services for Illinoisans, but to increase opportunities! This year, 9,900 youth and adults in Illinois received camp programs and 
essential services through our DFI Title XX Camping Services and Campership Programs.

Partnered with women across North America, we held the 2nd Women In Camp Summit to provide high-level professional development and 
collaboration on responding to the needs and experiences of women in the camp profession. We didn’t know that would be our last event at 
Pheasant Run Resort in St. Charles, Illinois, the location of our epic Mid States Camp Conference for 18 years.

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic crisis, ACA, Illinois offered topic-based daily drop-in programs for four straight months — a total of 200+ 
hours for 350 members. This allowed space for our camp pros to gather, learn, strategize, and network with others who were tackling similarly 
difficult decisions. This program provided direct service and access for our members to ACA, Illinois staff and board leadership. Based on feedback 
and focus groups, we have transitioned our professional development to smaller, more intimate events and retreats that can focus on specific topic 
areas. In today’s busy world, we know that camp pros must be choosy in not only how they spend their money, but also their time. 

While there is much to celebrate, we were devastated to lose a brilliant and fierce activist camp professional this year — Marcy Brower.  Marcy and 
her husband, Bob, led a life of service in the name of others, always working in the name of equality, social justice, and the end of systemic racism. 
Marcy served on the national ACA Board of Directors and Illinois Board for various terms over their 65 years as camp professionals. Marcy and Bob 
owned a coed day camp that served white, middle- and upper-class children in suburban Chicago. Moved by President John F. Kennedy’s call to 
action and Martin Luther King’s March on Washington, Marcy was inspired to bring King’s message to their camp.  After the enactment of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, Marcy decided the time was right to implement a plan to desegregate their camp. During the summer of 1979, Eleanor Eells 
heard of the Browers’ scholarship program at their camp, visited, and recommended Circle M Day Camp for the Eleanor Eells Award for Program 
Excellence. They were honored to be one of that year’s recipients of the award. You can read more about Marcy and Bob and their work in our 
Spring 2020 Blog and through her obituary in the Chicago Tribune. The impact the Browers had was and is felt strongly in Illinois and nationally. 

Marcy and Bob felt the call to action in 1964, the same action we are being called to today. We must do as Marcy and Bob did — the right thing for 
children and families, especially those who are underrepresented and vulnerable in our communities, counties, state, and country. 

Cat Curry

President — ACA, Illinois

https://www.acacamps.org/resource-library/articles/desegregating-circle-m-day-camp-determination-succeed
http://www.acail.org/blog
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/chicagotribune/obituary.aspx?pid=195877784&utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=chicagotribune&utm-content=195877784
https://www.acacamps.org/resource-library/articles/desegregating-circle-m-day-camp-determination-succeed
http://www.acail.org/


Transforming the lives of millions of children, youth, and families requires the concerted effort of many. 
ACA could not be effective in inspiring and safeguarding futures without the help of our individual, family, 
camp, foundation, and corporate supporters.

Supporters

https://www.acacamps.org/


Individual Supporters July 1, 2019 – June 30, 2020

$10,000 – $24,999 
Scott Brody

$5,000 – $9,999 
Elizabeth & Peter Sosnow
Beatrice Welters
Lisa & Scott Westrich

$1,000 – $2,499
Daniel Zenkel
Pam Sugarman & Tom Rosenberg
Judy Klauer
Carl Metzger
David Silverstein
 
$500 – $999
Cece & Colum Amory
Kim Brosnan
Laurie Browne
Leslie & Mike Cohen
Ju’Riese Colon
Brian Crater
Anne Derber
Ed Doody
Roberto Gil, Jr.
Vance Gilmore
Karla Henderson
Maria & Tom Horner
Jane Lichtman
Jody Oates
Dr. Diane Pick
Mary Rogers
Ann Sheets
Louise & Davis Van Winkle 

$250 – $499 
Michele Branconier
Maggie & Bob Braun

Brandon Briery
Terry Bolton
Christa Cassidy
Brian Cohen
Emily Collins
Erin Cooper
Diane DiCerbo
Aaron Dworkin
Ali & Tommy Feldman
Herve Fortin
Kelley Freridge
Rich Garbinsky
Susan Sudduth Hammond
Seth Johnson
Amy Katzenberger
Jill Kilty-Newburn
Brent Klaus
Sterling Leija
Cliff Lissner
Daniel Mathews
C Robert Niderost
Weston Outlaw
Mary Kay Park
Marisa & Yates Pharr
Grace Rauch
Hannah Raymond
Catherine Scheder
Linda & Paul Sheridan
Peter Surgenor
Posie Taylor
Bill Tubbs
John A Villapiano
Buena Washburn
Amanda Zoellner & Bryan Fink

$100 – $249 
Linda & Mark Anderson
Shirley Asmussen

Kim Aycock
Alexander Barge
Tori Barnes Adams
Anne Barrows
Carole Bass
Deb Bialeschki
Paul Bidwell
Kent Biery
Marianne Bird
Joan & Hank Bliss
Ann & Adam Boyd
David Brown
David Brunner
Bette Bussel
Michelle Campbell
Missy & Monty Casner
Brodrick Clarke
Penney Cowan
Bobbie & Paul Davis
Bonnie & Sam Dawson
Dale Decker
Ana & Henry DeHart
Barbara & Dale Dohner
Denice Dunn
James Dunn
Nannette Enloe
A.L. Ferreira
Chuck Fisher
Sheryl Fisher
Lizabeth Fogel
Laura Foreman
Moshe Fraylich
Ian Garner
D.D. Gass
Collin Grooms
Nancy Hartmann
Jeremy Hodgdon
Jessica Hoffman

Dr. Vivianne Holmes
Melany Irvin
Greg Jutkiewicz
Kevin Kaminsky
Donald Kaplan
William Kennedy
Marcia Kimler
Janet & Doron Krakow
Sandra Kronitis-Sipols
Betty Kune-Karrer
Scott Lambeck
Ursula Lavin
Brandie & Christine Le Clair
Robert Lester
David Long
Vi Martin
Rhonda Mickelson
Darrow Milgrim
Jessica & Brandon Mitchell
BJ Murray
Steve Nelson
Kendra Perkins
Edward Pletman
Robert Pryor
Linda & Richard Pulliam
Barry Royce
Jane Sanborn
Marie Schmid
Deborah Shafer
Carolyn Shrake
Kurt Simer
Andrea Stearley
Martha Stearley
Rob Stout
Brian Straka
Clarence Stumb
Grechen & Randy Throop
Dean Tooley

ACAcamps.org

https://www.acacamps.org/
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Melinda Trotti & David Berkey
Kristi & Ross Turner
Laura Wallace
Edward “Skip” Walton
Megan White
Arthur Wightman
William Wood
Pamela Wurster
Andrea Yenter
Susan & John Yoder
Debra Zvanut Carl

$1 – $99 
Sonny Adkins
Garth Altenburg
Scott Alton
Lynn Arve
Michael Bailey
Liz Baker
Raina Baker
Linda & Randy Ball
Armand Ball
Bruce Barry
Billy Bassinger
Adam Bell
Wendy Berliner
Jeanette Beyer
John Blackwell
Dr. Laura Blaisdell & Andy Lilienthal
Natalie Bogdon
Amy Boyd
Gay Bruner
Kim Bruno
Dana Bryan
Linda Burdick
Michael Chauveau
Gabe Chernov
Karen Christopherson
Jeff Clark
Joshua Cunningham
Alicia Danenberg

Drew Demery
Paul Denowski
Samuel Doescher
Joan Dove
David Draper
Laura Du
Elizabeth Durrell
Nicole Elizabeth
Chicka Elloy
Peter Fasano
Evelyn Fenter
Barbara Fisher
Stephen Fly
Nancy Frankel & Mary Atwell
Dr. Tracey Gaslin
Sean Gelwick
Jeff Gleason
Astin Godwin
Michele Goodrich
Marcia & Harold Gordon
Frankie Graham
Tony Gunter
Jean Haakana
Amanda Hall
Lisa Hall
Meg Han
William Harvie
Holly Hecht
Karen Hope
Greggory Houck
Timothy Huchton
Jen Hughes
Bryan Johnson
Daniel Kaylor
Erin Kelley
Jared Knight
Ryan Koster
Sara Kuljis
Stephen Kuljis
Janette Kunkel
Tiera Lamkin

Mark Lantz
Lawrence Lapeyrolerie
John Latimer
Suzanne Lefebvre
Denise Lewis
Kelly Lewis Abell
Breann Lindsey
Alison Link
Emily Lluis
Tracy Lyndon
Jules Maloney
Shauna Manovich
Marc McCann
Janette Mcmurran Kunkel
Lily Miller
Samantha Mosby
Heather Murray
Shelby Nichter
Nina Nieman
Peter Niu
Delanie Norman
Hart Olson
Charlotte O’Reagan
Harriet Ottaviano
Jennifer Paull
Eileen Price
Andy Pritikin
Robyn Ratcliff
Sarah Resch
Enrique Rodriguez
Phyllis Rouse
Renee Sack
Nadine Sandeluss
Meggan & Tom Schenk
Jean Schlichter
Sarah Seaman
Sal Seivad
Gayle Seletz
James Sexstone
Reyna Simon
Beverly Sipple

George Slavin
Mike Smith
Monica Stickley
Rafael Suárez Anzola
Steve Sudduth
David Sudduth
Rebecca Sudduth
Jordan Sugar
Jete Thames
Kathleen Trotter
Anda Vizulis
Jon Wade
Sophie Wadsworth
Laura Walker
Anne Weinberg
David Weiss
Tracey Weiss
Susan Welch
Angi & Stan White
Wanda Wilke
Nicholas Willford
Peter Wilson
Kyle Winkel
Charles Woods
Bill Wright
Joseph Yescas
Elizabeth Young
Jennifer Young

https://www.acacamps.org/


$5,000 – $9,999 
Guided Discoveries, Inc.

Cheley Colorado Camps, Inc.

$2,500 – $4,999 
Wah-Nee Taconoc 
Berkshire Assoc, Inc.

$1,000 – $2,499 
Camp Takajo

Eli & Bessie Cohen Camps

Gold Arrow Camp

Maplewood Country Day Camp

Tamarak Day Camp

Tripp Lake Camp

$500 – $999 
Camp Canadensis

Camp Lochearn for Girls

Camp Nashoba North

Camp Starlight FL

Camp Wildbrook, LTD

Falling Creek Camp, Inc.

The Keewaydin Foundation

Mountain Camp

Tom Sawyer Camps, Inc.

$250 – $499 
Alford Lake Camp

Androscoggin

Athens Y Camps

Belmont Day School

Black River Farm & Ranch, Inc.

Blue Ridge Mountains Council

Brant Lake Camp, Inc.

The Brown Ledge 
Foundation, Inc.

Camp Agawam

The Fessenden School

Camp Fire Angeles Council

Camp Highlander

Camp Huawni, Inc.

Camp Marist

Camp Nazareth

Camp Nicolet, Inc.

Camp Pinecliffe

Camp Pontiac

Camp Ramah in the Poconos

Camp Rockmont

Camp Scatico, Inc.

Camp Schodack

Camp Stewart for Boys, Inc.

Camp Ton-A-Wandah

Camp Tuku

Camp Ukandu

Camp Wah-Nee

Coleman Country Day Camp

Crestwood Country Day School

Culver Educational Foundation

Foundation for Jewish Camp

Green River Preserve

Henderson/Nor’wester Camp

High Meadow Day Camp, LLC

Killooleet, Inc.

Konigsberg Properties

Outpost Recreation & 
Education, Inc.

Pacific Northwest United 
Methodist Conference

Park River Lutheran Bible Camp

Pinewood Operations, LLC

Red Pine Camp Foundation, Inc.

Sanborn Western Camps

West Ohio Conference 
of United Methodist

Westmark School’s 
Camp Funtime

Wyonegonic Camps

YWCA Greenwich

$100 – $249 
Barrie School

Bishop’s Ridge: Stoney 
Camp & Rec Center

Camp Birch Trail for Girls

Camp Cedar

Camp Dream, LLC dba 
Camp Walden

Camp Mohaven, Ohio Conference

Camp Ondessonk

Camp Tecumseh

Camp Woodbrooke, Inc.

Cape Cod Sea Camps

Center Church Camp 
Asto Wamah

Diocese of Rhode Island

The Fenn School

Five Points Mission

The Fresh Air Fund

Gate Hill Day Camp

Herzl Camp Association

Hidden Valley Camp

Holiday Hill Day Camp

Hopwood Nursery School, Inc.

Huston Camp & 
Conference Center

Kamp Kohut

Kingswood Camp

Meadowbrook School of Weston

Merrie-Woode, Inc.

Morristown-Beard School

The Pingry School

Pok-O-MacCready Camps

Red Robin Country Day 
School & Camp

Rolling Hills Country Day Camp

Smith Park of New York, Inc.

St. Martin’s Summer Camp

Tabor Summer Camp

Talisman Programs

Taum Sauk

Wawenock

Wayfinder Family Services

YMCA Greensboro

YMCA of Pawtucket, Inc.

$1 – $99 
Camp Guaikinima

Camp Mataponi, Inc.

Camp Timanous

Camp Voyageur

EFBA Summer Camps

Girls Leading Girls

Gnaw Bone Camp, Inc.

Harpers Ferry Adventure Center

Kids Who K A R E Camp

Maine Teen Camp

Ramah in Wisconsin

Skylemar

SOAR for Youth

Winnebago 

Camp Supporters July 1, 2019 – June 30, 2020

Mountain Camp

In early 2020, Mountain Camp generously donated a suite of program quality assessment tools to the 
American Camp Association to support our strategic initiative to drive high-quality camp experiences 
through research-based best practices, industry-leading evaluation tools, and exceptional professional 
development. Developed over a five-year period in partnership with Challenge Success, the suite of tools 
supports the continuous improvement of social-emotional learning experiences. We are grateful for 
Mountain Camp’s in-kind donation to ACA for the benefit of all ACA member camps and the suite of tools 
will be available to camps as a part of a forthcoming program quality toolkit in early 2021. 

Mountain Camp is an ACA-accredited camp located in Northern California with a commitment to 
supporting the social and emotional well-being of young people during their time at camp. Challenge 
Success is a nonprofit research-based organization affiliated with Stanford University’s Graduate School of 
Education. Its mission is to partner with schools, families, and communities to embrace a broad definition 
of success and implement strategies that promote student well-being and engagement with learning.  

https://www.acacamps.org/


Leona M. and Harry B. Helmsley Charitable Trust — A grant that supports a three-year professional development 
initiative. ACA provides an online customized learning management site, annual in-person half-day trainings, digital 
and print resources, as well as support for camps seeking ACA accreditation to a cohort of medical camps.  Camp 
professionals participating in the cohort specifically serve campers and families experiencing Type 1 Diabetes. 

Lilly Endowment, Inc. — A two-year grant-funded initiative to develop systems of support for improving program quality in 
summer programs and camps throughout the country. Camps will gain access to a two-tiered system of trained coaches 
and observers, a program quality toolkit, and communications tools to engage with parents and stakeholders about the 
value of program quality. This project builds on earlier work to develop a camp program quality assessment tool (CPQA). 

Lilly Endowment, Inc. — A one-year grant to reinforce ACA’s capacity to provide support to summer camps in the wake of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and, by extension, other out-of-school time youth programming. Support efforts include an extensive COVID-19 
online resource center, a Field Operations Guide, topical webinars, surveys, an online fundraising toolkit, and other digital resources. 

Spencer Foundation — Research to practice partnership grant to explore career and college readiness 
through summer camp leadership experiences. This three-year grant was awarded to the University of 
Utah Department of Parks, Recreation, and Tourism and the American Camp Association.  

The Redwoods Group Foundation — A grant to support the development of a Field Guide for Operating Day and 
Overnight Camps during the COVID-19 pandemic. Educational resources designed to provide camp and other out-
of-school time professionals with a practical guide and tool kit to implement guidance and recommendations 
provided by the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and State Public Health officials. 

Foundation Supporters July 1, 2019 – June 30, 2020
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$50,000 – $99,999 
Markel Insurance Company
Trinity/HPSI

$25,000 – $49,999 
Chaco
The Redwoods Group
UltraCamp 

$10,000 – $24,999 
AMSkier
American Bedding MFG., Inc.
Brown & Brown of Garden City, Inc.
CampBrain
CampDoc
CampWise
Cliq
ESS Universal Heavy Duty Bunk Beds
Studio Outside
The Redwoods Group Foundation
Western Association of Independent Camps (WAIC)

$5,000 – $9,999 
AC Radio
Anything Possible Brands
California Camp Reality
Camp Counselors USA (CCUSA)
Camp Leaders
CampSite
Commercial Recreation Specialists
Corcl
Diamond Brand
DollarTree
Furniture Concepts
Gratz College
K and K Insurance Group, Inc.
Kaleidoscope, Inc.
Original Mattress Factory

Payscape Registration
Philadelphia Insurance Company
R.J. Thomas Mfg. Co/Pilot Rock
RAVE Sports
Rocky Mountain Sunscreen
Stickersandmore.com
Tyson Foods
Ugly Mugz

$2,500 – $4,999 
413 Strengthgear
4Points Expeditions
ABEE, Inc.
Adventure Experiences
ASAP Association for Sexual Abuse 
Prevention and Treatment

Bourdon’s Institutional Sales, Inc.
Bunk1
C.C Creations
Camp College & More
CampMinder
Chalmers Camp Insurance
Clemson University
CoreTex Products, Inc.
Darice
DollarDays International
DOMOKUR | ARCHITECTS
Envirospring by Lippert Components
Fireside Lodge Furniture Company
FOODBUY
Garmin International
Health Resource Services Intalere
IENA
Intooba Construction Kits
Jess Crate Furniture and Supplies
Lakota Performing Arts/Patricia Locke Foundation
Leather Treaty
Leave No Trace
Liberty Clothing Company

Mabel’s Labels
Maplewoodshop
MBW Communications
Merchants Fleet
Milton Hershey School
Morrow Insurance Agency, Inc.
MyCAMPapp
NameBubbles.com
Nature-Watch
OUTFIT YOUR LOGO
Panther Primitives
Popsockets, LLC
Progressive Graphics
Radtagz, Inc.
Rightsleeve Marketing
Rinnai America Corp.
RS Sailing
Signature Research, Inc.
Signature Services Corp.
Stickersandmore.com
Spirit Sox USA, LLC.
Tech Wholesale, Inc.
The Adventure Guild
The Kubala Washatko Architects, Inc.
The United States Pony Club
Tynker
Waldo Photos

$1,000 – $2,499
829 Studios
9 Square in the Air
AccessRec, LLC
ACE Adventure Resort
ACTIVA Products, Inc.
Active Network
Aerial Designs
Alliiance
Alpine Towers International 

Corporate Supporters 
Sponsorship of annual conference, educational webinars, research, strategic initiatives, and other — as well as in-kind and financial contributions.

July 1, 2019 – June 30, 2020
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American Income Life Insurance Company
American Red Cross Training Services 
Anchor Audio Inc
Applicant Insight
Aquaglide
Aquamentor
Barrier Waterman LLC 
Bart’s Watersports
Battle Company 
Bedbug Heatdoctor/Prevsol
Blick Art Materials
BMI Merchandise 
Brandstetter Carroll, Inc
Camp America
Camp Corral
Camp Edmo
CampBackgroundChecks.com
CampCareUSA 
Campeno Inc.
CampNurseJobs.com
campusSIMS
Carney, Sandoe & Associates
Cedar Fair Entertainment 
Central Screen Printing
Challenge Design Innovations 
Challenge Works, Inc.
Champion Ball Co.
Church Mutual Insurance Co.
CIEE-Council on International Educational Exchange
CircuiTree
ClassB, Inc.
Coach Cliff’s Gaga Ball Pits
Colorado Yurt Company
Cord, Inc.
Crazy Creek Products, Inc.
Creative Alternatives
Discover Magic
Enterprise Fleet Management 
ePACT Network Ltd
Everything Summer Camp
ExpertOnlineTraining.com
Firebuggz
FlagHouse, Inc.
Floorball 4 All, Inc.
Flying Scot Inc 

Fortunate Realty Corporation
Freedom Yurt Cabins
Fun Express - the Corporate Accounts 
subsidiary of Oriental Trading Co.

FunFangle
Gopher Sport
Grasshopper Mowers
Green Camps 
Greentech Heat Solutions
H and H Purchasing Services, LLC
Haro Bikes
Hibbs Hallmark and Co.
HPS Group Purchasing
Hytropy Disaster Management 
Ink Custom Tees 
International Motorcoach Group Inc. 
Jason LeVasseur & The Rock Star Project® 
JotForm
Keen Footwear 
Kids Group of Wolverine Worldwide 
Klein Electronics
KLF Camp Staffing
LabelDaddy
Lancaster Archery Supply
Landway
Layer One Industries LLC
Legoland Philadelphia
Little Caesars Pizza Kit Fundraising
Lowe’s Pro
Lunatec Gear 
Medmattress.com
Megasys Hospitality Solutions
Mondelez International - North America, Foodservice
Motion Picture Licensing Corporation
NASA’s Lunar & Planetary Institute
National Education Foundation 
National Esports Association (NEA)
National Transaction Corporation 
Nationwide Instruction for Cardiovascular Education
New England Camp Discounter
Nobel Pine Products
North Summit Payments
NRS
One Source - The Background Check Company
Ooly

Paddle Wheeler 
Pathways Travels
Pay It Forward Processing
Pest-Heat
Pitsco Education
R&W Rope
RadioBoss 2-Way Radios
Regpack
REI Recreational Equipment, Inc.
Relief Gun 
Relief Products LLC 
Reneotech Inc 
RF Design & Integration Inc.
Rhode Island Novelty 
S and S Worldwide
Safe N Sound Swimming 
SEI
Shelter Structures America Inc.
Spikeball Inc.
Sprintax 
SSI Out of School
Tent City Canvas House
The Jump Pad
The Rhythm Child Network
Tuga Sunwear
United Studies, Inc. 
USA Triathlon
Vital Camps
Wholesum Food Calculator
Wishpets, LLC.
WorkBright
World Wide Cultural Exchange
Youth Venture Marketing

ACAcamps.org
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Donate
Through the American Camp Association (ACA), 

camps get the support they need to maintain 

best-in-class standards for health, safety, and 

risk management. They are inspired by research 

and innovation while connected in a network 

of support that helps camp professionals to 

provide meaningful experiences year after year for 

campers of all ages.

Please join us in supporting camps and camp 

professionals through a gift to ACA. Your 

generosity will help people just like you, who 

believe deeply in the power of camp, to continue 

to adapt and survive in our rapidly changing world. 

Your gift is an investment in the future, in the 

hope that the best is yet to come.

GIVE TODAY

For more information about how you can help ACA achieve our mission and 
vision, contact contribute@ACAcamps.org or 765-342-8456, ext. 305.

The American Camp Association is registered as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization. Contributions to ACA are tax-deductible to the extent permitted 
by law.

https://www.acacamps.org/donate
https://www.acacamps.org/
https://www.acacamps.org/about/who-we-are/mission-and-vision
https://www.acacamps.org/about/who-we-are/mission-and-vision
mailto:contribute%40ACAcamps.org?subject=


Acorn Society
We are grateful to each member who believes in the purposes of organized camp and those who want to ensure that camp continues as a 
growing, educational opportunity for all who follow. The Acorn Society is a program recognizing those who have included the American Camp 
Association and/or the American Camping Foundation in their estate planning or have made outright gifts to the Endowment Fund. 

Alina & Charles Ackenbom

Jeffry Ackerman

Gail Albers

Nancy Andrews

Beverly & Armand Ball

Susan & Steve Baskin

Suzanne & James Bates

Cynthia Beaudoin

Ursula Bell

Rick Benfield 

Judith Bevan

Deb Bialeschki

Marianne Bird

Barbara & Mickey Black

Marvin Black

Tish Bolger

Michele & David Branconier

Michael Brandwein

Scott Brody

Kenny Brook

Matthew Buczek

Kathy Buss

Richard Chamberlain

Brooke Cheley Klebe

Carole & Don Cheley

Jeff Cheley

Meg Clark

Susan & David Cohn

Jessica & Jordan Coleman

Marla & George Coleman

Ross Coleman

Noel Corpuel

Sam Cote

Linda Courtiss Ragsdale 

Connie Coutellier

Anna Crew

Dean Davis 

Elaine & William Deutsch

Olivia & Jack Dowell

Bari Dworken

Joan Farrow

Michaela Fogerty

Herve Fortin

Nancy Frankel

Ian Garner

Barry Garst

Ruth Gerson

Richard Gersten

William John Hall

Wendy & Dudley Hamlin

Pat Hammond

Robert Hanson

Dayna Hardin

Karla Henderson

John Hicks

Ingrid Hilton

Maria & Tom Horner

Michael Horner

Sarah Horner Fish

John Howe

Eileen & Larry Joseph

Gordon Josey

Jeffrey Konigsberg

Carol & John Kornitzer

Patricia Kortkamp

Valery Kostin

Paul Krouner

Zana & Scott Lantzman

Ronald Leiser

Jane Lichtman

Andy Lilienthal

Phil Lilienthal

Thompson Lincoln

Harriet & Richard Lowe

T. Grace Macdonald

Vi Martin

Nan McKinlay

Jean McMullan

Suzanne McMullan

Jill & Henry Meares

Rhonda Mickelson

Darrow Milgrim

Frederick Miller

Audrey & Steven Monke

Candy Popkin

Gwynn Powell

Linda Pulliam

Kathy Ragsdale

Dennis Regan

Mary Rogers

Thomas Rosenberg

Mary Ellen Ross

William Rubenstein

Marge Scanlin

Barbara Schainman

Cathleen & Ed Schirick

Jean Schmidt Smith

Ann Sheets

Linda & Paul Sheridan

Carol Sigoloff

Frank Smith

Katherine & Richard Smit

Amy Stein

Alan Stolz

Carol Sudduth

Steve Sudduth

Peter Surgenor

Charlotte & Robert Telleen

Lucia & David Thoensen

Edward Turn

Kristi & Ross Turner

Dorothy Van Loon

Wesley Voigt, Sr

Edward Walton

Rachel & Art Wannlund

Joanna Warren Smith

Buena Washburn

Sherri Weidman

Susan Welch

Don Whipple

Scott Whipple

Douglas Wiik

Bobbi Wittenberg
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Living Endowment
Honoring the foresight of Acorn Society members who are deceased.

Janice Adams

Carl Andersen

Marian Andersen

Ed Andrews

Althea Ballentine

Nancy Bauer

Ralston Bauer

Allen Beavers, Jr.

Annette Black

Helen Bradburn

Barbara Braxdale

Harold Breene

Jani Brokaw

Max Caldwell

Reynold Carlson

Ruth Carlson

Ann Chamberlain

Betty Cobb

Arnold Cohen

Betty Cote

Judy Cote

R. F. “Brownie” Cote

Dorothy Curtin

Tom Curtin

Elizabeth Danforth

Louise Davis

S. Cooper Dawson

Karl Dowd

Jack Ellena

Jacqueline Ellena

Jesse Farrow

Abbott Fenn

Helen Fondren-Lingle

Paul Frisbie

Betty Frisbie

Grant Gerson

Howard Gibbs

Len Gordon

June Gray

Libby Halpern

Ted Halpern

Catherine “Kit” Hammett

Helen Haskell

Marie Karen Hawkinson

Thomson Heinrichs

Dan Hemphill

Hermine Hemphill

John L. Holden

James “Pop” Hollandsworth

Marjorie Hollandsworth

Sally Horner

Ruth T. Howe

Ruth Isserman

Dorothy Jean Kerr

Edie Klein

Millie Kriebel

Wilbur Kriebel

Frances Kruger

Joseph Kruger

Charles Kujawa

James LeMonn

Armin Luehrs

Virginia Luehrs

John MacBean

Roderick MacRae

Robin Manison

Tom Manison

Robert McKinlay

Andrew McMullan

Edith Middleton

Beverly Miller

Judy Miller

Stanford Miller

J.I. “Coach” Montgomery

Judith Myers

Edna Newman

Irving Newman

Howard Patton

Jack Pearse

Diane Pick

Charles Poolos

Nell Poolos

Herman Popkin

Rodger Popkin

Rosalie Popkin

Glenn Poulter

Rusty Poulter

Barbara Rankin

Joy Rick

Robert Rick

Fred Rogers

Marlys Rogers

Stephen Schaiman

Martha Lou Schove

Allen Sigoloff

Sonya Staff

Jay Stager

Karen Stager

Morry Stein

George Sudduth

Betty van der Smissen

Frank “Scotty” Washburn

Robert Watkins

Jack Weiner

Nelson Wieters

Velta Wieters 

Barbara Winslow

https://www.acacamps.org/


Cheley Family Endowment
The Cheley Family Endowment at the American Camping Foundation will 
permanently support the American camp movement by funding critical 
projects that achieve ACA’s strategic goals and foster evidence-based 
approaches to articulate the value of the camp experience.

Your generous support will help us honor the many years of Don Cheley’s 
tireless and visionary leadership of the American Camping Foundation. His 
inspired leadership has nurtured and championed its growth ever since.

$10,000 – $24,999

Susie & Steve Baskin

Carole & Don Cheley

Marla & George Coleman

The Lunch Bunch

Audrey & Steve Monke

Pam Caldwell Nootbaar 

The Skier Family

Kristi & Ross Turner

Rachel & Art Wannlund

Don Whipple & Scott Whipple, Mountain Camp

$5,000 – $9,999

Suzanne & Dave Brown

Erika & Jeff Cheley

Sam Cote

Catherine & Tom Holland 

Mike Horner

Kama’aina Kids Board of Directors

Brooke Cheley Klebe

ACA, Rocky Mountain Local Council of Leaders

Jane Sanborn

Ray Sanborn

Andrew Townsend, Kennolyn Camps, Inc.

Ilana & Skip Vichness 

$2,500 – $4,999

Bo Baskin

Robert Ditter

Sarah Horner Fish & Guy Fish

Maria & Tom Horner

Sara & Steve Kuljis, Emerald Cove Camp

Jeff Portnoy, Skylake Yosemite Camp, LLC

Posie Taylor

$1,000 – $2,499

Michael Brandwein

Joseph Chapon, SuperCamp

Hibbs Hallmark & Company

Fred Miller

Robert Monaghan

Linda & Paul Sheridan

Richard “Smitty” Smith 

Erica & Jared Stein, Walton’s Grizzly Lodge

Julie & Adam Walton, Walton’s Grizzly Lodge

Andy Wexler, Pali Overnight Adventures

$500 – $999

Debbie & Ian Garner

Rob Hammond, Camp Laney

Rhonda Mickelson

Linda & Richard Pulliam

Mike Supinski

Charles “Hobie” Woods, Roughing it Day Camp 

$250 – $499

Gail Albers

Kent Collard, Bar 717 Ranch

Anne Derber

Joan Farrow

Steve Proulx

Dr. Edward “Skip” Walton

Amanda Zoellner & Bryan Fink

$100 – $249

Sandra Allen

Mary Atwell & Nancy Frankel

Suzanne & James Getz Bates

Peggy Haynes 

Karla Henderson

Sterling Leija

Vi Martin   

Chelsea Rowe

Nicole Simmons & Ryan Wilson

Shelia Talmon

$1 – $99

Kimberly & Kenneth Betts 

Richard Chamberlain

Cora & Jim Ligori 

Benjamin Straub, Canoe Island French Camp

DONATE

https://www.acacamps.org/
https://acacamps.formstack.com/forms/cheley_family_endowment


American Camp Association Board of Directors
Executive Committee

Scott Brody, Chair  
Owner and Director of Camps 
Kenwood & Evergreen

Anne Derber, Vice Chair  
Retired CEO, Camp 
Manito-wish YMCA

Anthony Stein, Treasurer  
Owner/Director, Camp Echo Lake

Tom Rosenberg (Nonvoting 
Member)   
President/Chief Executive Officer, 
American Camp Association

Board Members

Elizabeth Bagley 
Director of Drawdown Learn, 
Project Drawdown

Meg Clark  
Former Camp Owner, 
Camp Lonehollow

Brodrick Clarke  
Owner, Brodrick Clarke 
Consulting LLC

Ju’Riese Colon 
CEO, US Center for SafeSport

Brian Crater 
Associate Executive Director, Camp 
Ronald McDonald for Good Times

Aaron Dworkin 
CEO, National Summer 
Learning Association

Dr. Lizabeth Fogel  
Managing Director, USC Center EDGE

Roberto Gil, Jr., Esq. 
Deputy Director of Camping, 
Fresh Air Fund

Meena Julapalli, MD  
Pediatric Dermatologist, 
Bluebird Dermatology

Sterling Nell Leija  
Executive Camp Director, 
Roundup River Ranch

Carl Metzger, Esq.  
Partner, Goodwin Procter LLP

Mary Kay Park, PhD 
Executive Managing Director, Far 
East Broadcasting Company-Korea

Bill Roden 
Creative Director/Chief 
Marketing Officer

Mary Rogers 
Executive Director Emeritus, 
Sherwood Forest

Elizabeth Sosnow 
Managing Partner and Owner, 
Bliss Integrated Communication

Beatrice Welters 
Co-Chair of the An-Bryce 
Foundation and Founder of Camp 
Dogwood Summer Academy

Ex-Officio Voting Member

Jody Oates 
President, Kaleidoscope, Inc.

ACAcamps.org
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Expenses, Revenues, and Financial Position Analysis

2020
Expenses
Program Services 86%

General & Admin 11%

Fundraising 3%

Revenue
Dues & Fees 50%

Contributions & Grants 28%

Program Services & Invest Income 22%

Financial Position Analysis
Assets  $13,765,251 

Liabilities $3,617,761 

Net Assets $10,147,490 

Net Asset Analysis
Without Donor Restrictions $3,965,819 

With Donor Restrictions for Purpose $3,049,505 

With Donor Restrictions in Perpetuity $3,132,166

2019
Expenses

85% Program Services

14% General & Admin

1% Fundraising

Revenue
54% Dues & Fees

20% Contributions & Grants

26% Program Services & Invest Income

Financial Position Analysis
$12,875,088 Assets

$3,097,313 Liabilities

$9,777,775 Net Assets

Net Asset Analysis
$4,218,722 Without Donor Restrictions

$2,669,596 With Donor Restrictions for Purpose

$2,889,457 With Donor Restrictions in Perpetuity

https://www.acacamps.org/


More about What We Do

Camps and 
COVID-19

Learn More

Professional 
Development

Learn More

News & 
Publications

Learn More

Get Involved
Learn More

Find a Camp
Learn More

Marketplace
Learn More

Press
Learn More

Camp 
Kindness Day

Learn More

https://www.acacamps.org/resource-library/coronavirus-information-camps?utm_source=homepage&utm_term=preheader&utm_content=may&utm_campaign=coronavirus
https://www.acacamps.org/staff-professionals/events-professional-development
https://www.acacamps.org/staff-professionals/news-publications
https://www.acacamps.org/staff-professionals/get-involved
http://find.acacamps.org/
https://www.acacamps.org/marketplace
https://www.acacamps.org/press-room
https://www.acacamps.org/camp-kindness-day/backpack
https://www.acacamps.org/


5000 State Road 67 North
Martinsville, IN 46151-7902
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